
Course Syllabus

Hanover High School
Environmental Science 2014-15
Mr. Decie
Room 319
Email: kdecie@hanoverschools.org
Webpage: kdecie.weebly.com


Dear Students and Parents/Guardians:

Welcome to Environmental Science Class. I am happy to have you in my class this year. Below is an outline for this course, grading policy, and other information relevant to our study of Environmental Science. Please review the syllabus and if you have any questions please do not hesitate to ask. I am looking forward to a great year! 

Textbook: “Environmental Science: Your World, Your Turn” by Jay Withgott, 2011. This textbook is also available online and a password will be given during the first few weeks of school.   
Materials: Students must bring their Text Book, ruled paper, pen or pencil, and their HHS planner each day to class unless otherwise instructed. 
General Course Outline with Tentative Timeline:

First Semester:


First Marking Period:
Unit 1 
Introduction to Environmental Science (Chapters 1, and  8)


Unit 2
Ecology, Ecosystems, Biomes and Biodiversity (Chapters 4,5,6,7)

Second Marking Period:
Unit 3
Land Use, Soil, and Agriculture (Chapters 10 and 12)
Second Semester:


Third Marking Period
Unit 4
Water Resources (Chapter 14)


Unit 5
Atmosphere, Weather, Climate, and Climate Change (Chapters 15,16)

Fourth Marking Period
Unit 6
Energy and Waste Management (Chapters 17,18,19)
Marking Period Grading Policy

All graded work will be given a point value based on work quality, completeness, and correctness. Graded work consists of: tests (35%); projects and labs (25%); homework and classwork (20%); and quizzes (20%) 
Homework

I believe homework is important because it is a valuable aid in helping students make the most of their school expirience -- it reinforces what we have learned in class, prepares you for upcoming lessons, teaches responsibility and sets positive study habits. 

· Late work will not be accepted after the due date, unless there is an excused absence. 

· Incomplete work will receive partial credit only when it is turned in on time.
Classwork

On most days you will have assignments to work on in class. Most of your classwork is graded on effort. I want to see you working hard in class to complete the given assignment. There is no reason that everyone should not have a perfect classwork grade. No late work is accepted without excused absence. With an excused absence the work needs to made up within the time given via policy within the HHS student handbook. 

Chrome Books/ Google Drive/Edmodo/School Email Account and Electronic Work
Most days students will need their Chrome Books. They should be brought to class charged and ready to be used. Students who do not bring their Chrome Books will still be responsible for the work and may be assigned a zero. It is critical that student become familiar with this technology. We will use and share much of our work using Google Drive. It is important student become familiar with Google Drive and organize their notes and warm ups in Google Drive. 
Every student has a school email account from Google. You need to learn to use it and check it often. Your email is the student's computer ID followed by@ audubonschools.org   For example d99299b@audubonschools.org   The password is the two capital letters GM followed by their computer password.  Example: GMZ22QWA where Z22QWA is their current computer password.

We will also be using various other web-based programs such as Edmodo. All students must sign into their class’s Edmodo site and check it regularly. We will distribute work, take quizzes, do warm ups and communicate through this web site throughout the year. Students MUST use their real name (first and last) when signing up for Edmodo. We will go over this in class during the first week of school.  

A significant portion of work in this class will be turned in electronically and will be web-based. Just like paper work, it will not be accepted late. Be careful always to cite any sources of information you use. Students who plagiarize may receive zeroes and will be dealt with according to school protocol. 
Class Web Site
I have put together a web site for this class (http://www.manskopf.com). You will find a great deal of useful information on those pages and I suggest you use it. At my web site you will find your syllabus, class notes, links for research, extra credit assignments, links to your textbook resources and ways to contact me outside of class if you have any questions. If you have any ideas, I am also always looking for ways to improve this web site.
Make‑up Policy For Missed Assignments
When a student is absent it is the student's responsibility to find out what was discussed and assigned during his/her absence. Missed work can be made up only when the student has an excused absence and must be made up within one week of returning to class (unless arrangements have been made). If you miss a test or quiz, make immediate arrangements to make up the test with the teacher. Labs often cannot be made up. 
Extra Help
I am available early in the mornings before school, at lunch or after school. If you are struggling ASK FOR HELP. See me ASAP if you need help with anything!

I have read the syllabus:
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